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TOWN OF HARTFORD  
SELECTBOARD MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021, 6:00pm 

Hartford Town Hall, 171 Bridge Street, White River Junction, VT 05001 
 

This meeting was be conducted in person at Town Hall 
            
Present: Dan Fraser, Chair; Joseph Major, Vice-Chair; Kim Souza, Clerk; Dennis Brown, 
Member; Lannie Collins, Member; Michael Hoyt, Member; Tracy Yarlott-Davis, Town Manager; 
Lana Livingston, Administrative Assistant; Matt Osborn, Planner; Jonathan Schechtman; Ken 
Parker; Mary Erdei; Carey O’Neil; Marcy Bartlett; Heidi Duto. 
 
Zoom Participants: Ally Tufenkjian, Selectboard Member; Hannah Tyler, Director of Public 
Works; Cathy Melocik; Mike Morris; Brett Mayfield, Health Officer; Kimberly Gilbert, TRORC; 
Jeff Arnold, Tree Board; Becky Chollet 
 
CATV LINK: https://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/18546?channel=1 

 
I. Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting by Chair, Dan Fraser at 6:00 PM. 
II. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Lannie Collins. 
III. Local Liquor Control Board: None 
IV. Order of Agenda:  No changes to the order of the agenda. 
V. Selectboard 

1. Public Comment 
Mary Erdei from Wilder spoke to the lack of a code of conduct in the space of the 
Selectboard meetings by members of the public. She supports the use of 
procedures to get the business of the Town done and hopes the public will 
adhere to these procedures that the Chair of the Board must follow.  
 
Heidi Duto from WRJ spoke to the Board about the RV(s) that are still in the 
South Main Street Parking. She understands that the Board had directed the 
Town Manager to hold off enforcing the parking lot ordinances until the signs can 
be put up. However, the RVs would come under the Town’s current ordinance on 
RVs. She also inquired about the structures that Simon Dennis is still building at 
his residence at Latham Works Lane.  
 
Selectboard Vice Chair, Joe Major spoke that whatever the Town does, there 
must be consistency. 
 
Mike Morris from Hartford agrees that consistent enforcement of the ordinances 
is important. He has observed that the Town is reluctant to enforce the 
ordinances as we have in the past. 
 

2. Selectboard Comments and Announcements  
Dennis Brown reported that last evening that Planning Commission had a 
Meeting and they are still working on possible RV Zoning Changes. 
 
 

https://catv.cablecast.tv/CablecastPublicSite/show/18546?channel=1
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Kim Souza said that hotel vouchers are great but this is only a temporary solution 
and there needs to be a more permanent solution found. 
 
Dan Fraser said the Energy Commission needs more members. 
 

3. Appointments: None   
4. Town Manger’s Report:  
Significant Activity Report: https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/224 

Information from Advance Transit  
At a budget meeting earlier this month, I requested some information from Advance Transit (AT). Their 
Executive Director, Van Chestnut, was kind enough to write out some information. Municipal 
contributions cover less than twenty percent of the cost of services. AT also receives funding from 
Dartmouth College, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, Vermont, New Hampshire, local foundations 
and business, and hundreds of individual donors. ATs municipal funding requests are loosely based on 
the proportion of passenger boardings in each municipality. They also account for the varying fiscal 
periods, funding processes and fluctuations in ridership. Hartford has over the past three years provided 
about sixteen percent of the local municipal funding and has fifteen percent of passenger boardings.  
Despite COVID-19, AT has been able to maintain routes and schedules without asking municipal partners 
for additional funding. In fact, AT increased miles in Hartford in FY 2020 and FY 2021with the increased 
orange lines service and adding the yellow line to serve the Upper Valley Aquatic Center.  Many thanks to 
Van for providing this information. We wish him well with his upcoming retirement from the 
organization.  

 
Other Updates  
Leaders from across the upper valley participated in the second session of the Child Care Symposium on 
November 17th. I took a lot of notes on areas where Hartford can help support efforts and support our 
employees. I was especially inspired but some of the ways that Lebanon is innovating to create a more 
attractive workplace for parents and caregivers.  
 

I was able to attend the Hartford Community Coalition’s annual board meeting as a guest. HCC does so 
much with so little and their commitment to the community is electrifying. We continue to look for ways 
that we can partner with them in community-driven events.  
 
Finally, I met with the Field Director for the Vermont Agency of Human Services for our region. Will had 
some great ideas and resources for many of the issues we continue to discuss, including housing 
economic development and workforce development. We enjoyed hot beverages from Piecemeal Pies as 
well. 
 

5. Board Reports, Motions & Ordinances 
a. Cannabis Regulations presented by Kimberly Gilbert from TRORC. 

 
Presentation Link: https://www.hartford-
vt.org/DocumentCenter/View/5508/Hartford-Act-164 
 

b. Hartford Cemetery Update Presented by Ken Parker 
 
Mr. Parker updated the Selectboard on the work being done at the 
Hartford Cemetery on Maple Street. 
 

c. Certified Local Government (CLG) Historic Preservation Grant –  
 
Selectboard Member, Dennis Brown made the motion to approve 
the submission of a grant application for the 2022 Certified Local 

https://www.hartford-vt.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/224
https://www.hartford-vt.org/DocumentCenter/View/5508/Hartford-Act-164
https://www.hartford-vt.org/DocumentCenter/View/5508/Hartford-Act-164
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Government Program, and authorize the Town Manager to sign 
all documents related to the grant application and project 
implementation. Selectboard Member, Lannie Collins seconded 
the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
d. Solid Waste Contract  

 
Selectboard Clerk, Kim Souza made the motion that the Selectboard 
accept the RFQ evaluation ratings for Solid Waste Consulting, 
Engineering, and Environmental Monitoring Services which 
determined Sanborn Head to be the most qualified firm. Selectboard 
Member, Michael Hoyt seconded the motion. 6 were in favor, 1 
(Collins) opposed. The motion passed. 
 

e. Construction and Demolition Debris Removal Contract  
 
Selectboard Vice Chair, Joe Major made the motion to award a 
contract to United Construction Corporation to process and remove 
the construction & demolition debris at the solid waste transfer 
facility up to an amount of $77,800. Selectboard Member, Dennis 
Brown seconded them motion. All were in favor and the motion 
passed. 
 

f. Tree Warden  
 
The selectboard discussed the need for a Town Tree Warden. Jeff 
Arnold, from the Tree Board, explained that they would like the 
selectboard to budget more money for the work that the Tree Warden 
contracts to be done. He said that the Tree Board could then start the 
search to fill the position. The Selectboard agreed to review the 
budget increase at the next budget meeting on December 7th. 
 

g. Covid-19 Vaccine and Masking  
 
The Selectboard voted down a motion to require masks coverings 
inside buildings open to the public (VOTE: 2 yes and 5 no). 
 

Motion: Kim Souza made the motion that the Town of Hartford enact a 
temporary resolution requiring face coverings in the Town of Hartford as 
presented in the selectboard packet. Ally Tufenkjian added exceptions 
“Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2; 
anyone who has trouble breathing; or anyone who is unconscious, 
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance. 
Cloth face coverings may not be worn during activities such as eating, 
drinking or being identified by a bank teller that are not possible while 
wearing a face covering. However, note that it is particularly important to 
wear face coverings while engaged in conversation.” Ally Tufenkjian 
seconded the motion.” 

 
 
They decided to monitor the situation and revisit it at future meetings. 
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VI.   Commission Reports  
   Kim Souza reported that the Planning Commission is working on the RV regulations. 

The commission requested further information from the Emergency Shelter 
Committee. They are also still working on through the demolition of a historic building 
in downtown WRJ.  
 
Ally Tufenkjian reported that the Emergency Shelter committee received feedback 
from the Planning commission and they will be meeting with the Planning Commission 
in a work session. 
 
Dennis Brown reported from the Historic Preservation Commission. They are 
evaluating their relationship to the planning Commission. Mr. Brown suggested they 
look at their charge to begin with. They also worked to present the CLG grant request 
application to the selectboard. 
 
Dan Fraser reported that the Energy Commission is in need of more members. 

 
VII.  Consent Agenda: Selectboard Clerk, Kim Souza made the motion to accept the 

consent agenda and to approve the Selectboard Chair to Sign the Manifests for 
December 22 and 28, 2021. Selectboard Vice Chair, Joe Major seconded the 
motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
 

Approve Payroll Ending: 11/27/2021 
Approve Meeting Minutes of: 11/16/2021 & 11/23/2021 
Approve A/P Manifest of: 11/26/2021 & 11/30/2021 
Selectboard Meeting Dates of: NEEDS Approved:  12/7/2021 (budget); 
12/14/2021 & 1/11/2022  

                ** Approve the Selectboard Chair to Sign the Manifests for December 22 & 28.  
 

VIII. Executive Session: NONE 
 

IX.   Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting: Selectboard Clerk, Kim Souza made the 
motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 PM. Selectboard Member, Lannie Collins 
seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Kim Souza, Clerk 


